W.D. HAAS: Homicide Arrest and Trial
1926-1928

MANAGER IS KILLED
BY WEALTHY HEAD
OF BUNKIE FIRM

Disagreement QOver Busi-

ness Affairs Blamed for
Fatal Clash

Bunkie, La. Dec. 20.—Hill Smiih,
50 vears old, vice-president and man-
ager of the Union Cotion 0Oil Com-
pany, was shot fatally in the office
of Lhe oil company here late today.
during a clash with Dr. W, D. Haas,

wealthy and widely known cltizen of
Alexandria and Bunkie. who s
charged with the homicide but is at
liberty pending further investigation
of the killing.

In\est!gat!on by a coroner’s Jjury
tonizht resulted in a verdict being re-
turned fastening tihe killing en Dr.
Haas, wha, it is uderstood, will plead
self-defense. The verdict was that
Smith “came to his death from gun-
shot wounds at the bands of Dr.
‘Haas.” . Intense excitement was
caused by the killing, both meun being
among the "best known citizens of
tbis part of the state.. They had bheen
business assoclates for many years
in the conduct of the cotton oil mill
which was owned largely by Dr.
Haas, and apparently had been the
hest of Irlends. .

No one wwitnessed the shooting, it
appears, but Dr. Haas remained Iin
Bunkie and offered to aid in the in-
vestigation, placing himself at the
disposal of the sheriff. He deciined
to discuss the affalr, however, except
to ‘indicate that he would plead self-
defense when he facez trial.

Smith was shot twice with a pistoel,
being wounded in the body. He died
an hour later at a local hospital, He
was a native of this part of the
state and was among the leaders in
the development of this territory. A
wife and other relatives survive.

Dr. Haom, who Is regarded as -a
power in Ceniral Louisiana politics,
is one of the wealthlest men of the
section. In addition to being the
chief stockholder in the UUnion Cotton
Qi1 Company, he {s part owner of the
Merchants’ and Planters’ Bank here,
the Bunkie Record, local newspaper,
the Avoyelles TWholesale Grocery
Company with branches here, at Alex-
andria and Ville Platte, and other en-
terprises., He owns thousands of
acres of land, a sugar refinery at
Augusta plantation. and has done
much to advance the development of

Avoyelles parish.
g
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DR. HAAS IN JALL
AFTER SEAYING

PLANT HANAGER

Witnesses lell How Busi-

ness Differences Led
to Killing

Alsxandria, La., Dec. 21.—Dr. W, D.
Haas, b5 years cld, wealthy citizen

.and business man of Alexandria and

Bunkie, charged with shootfing and
killing XR. HIill Smith, 83, prominent
planter and cotton oil mill man, at
Bunkie last nilght, was in Jjall at
Marksvilla this afterncon, according
to Sheriff Couvillion, of Avoyellas.

The shooting occurred in the office
of the Unlon Cotton Oll Company of
Bunkle, of which Smith was manager,
and Dr. Haas a large stockholder.
Dr. Haas is alleged to have fired two
shots from a revolver. The second
shot struck Smith’s right temple and
lodged in his brain. He died an hour
later.

According to the Avoyelles parish
authorities, the shooting had its origin
over business affairs. The tragedy is
sald to have been the culmination of
& dispute between the men, which
arose when Dr. Haas s alleged t0
have asked Smith for his resignation
as manager of the oil company.  Be-
sides the principals to the tragedy,
there were in the office at the time,
Sherift Couvillion said, wW. D. Haas,
Jr., sor of Dr. Haas, and Franklin
Mikell Hau' son-in- law, bookkeeper.

-a .. - i, T Y LT

'stool in front of the desk and about
'slx or elght feet from Dr. Haas. The
‘drawer in which the watchman placed

Immediately after the shooting.
Sheriff Couvillion said Dr. Haas tele-
phonedgto hlm at Marksville, that he
had shot Smith and that he was
ready to surrender. Later, when {t
was learped that the wounded man
had died, Sheriff Couvililon and Dr.
L.. C. Tarleton, coroner of Avoyelles
parish, went {o Bunkie, where the
coroner impaneled a jury and held an
inquest.

After examining several w1tnesses.
the jury rendered a verdict to the ef-
fect that the decsased came to his
death as a result of a plstol shot
wound at the hands of Dr. W. D.
Hars, bul. the. verdict did not make
any comment as to whether the kiil-
ing was justitiable. The coroner's jury
was composed of the following: G.

V. Pierce, Joseph M. Welss, W, A.
Johnson, Earl Nellson and Harvey
Bubenzer. :

Those who {estified before the coro-
ner's jury were W, D. Heas, Jr.,
Franklin T. Mikell and J. D. Dubroeck,
night watehman at the Union Cot-
ton Ofl Company’s mill,

Dubrock declared that a few min-
utes before & o'clock he entered the
office of the Union Cotton Oil Com-
pany and left bhils pistel in a drawer
of a desk, He found Dr. Haas stand-
ing at the end of the desk, talking te
Hifll Smitk, who was sitting on a

the pistol was belween Dr. Haas a.nd
Smith, he sald.

Dubrock teld the jury he hea.rd the,
men discussing some business malt-
ters and he wenit out a rear daor

Just as he passed under the win-
dow behind Smith he heard two shots,
he said, and look{ng through the win-
dow, saw Smith fall from the stool.

‘The testimony of W. D. Haas, Jr.,
and Franklin T. Mikeli, bookkeeper,
befeore the coroner’s jury was substan-
tially as foliows: Dr. Haas and
Dave Haas, Jr., had arrived from a
business trip to -Marksville, shortly
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before 6 p. m., and when Dr. Haas
entered, he said to Smith that he had
received a leiter and was surprised
at It and that he was going to ask
for Smith's resignation as manager of
‘the mill.  Smith is alleged 1o have
replied that he would kill Haas be-
fore he would resign, Dr. Haas then
said he would call a speclal meeting
of the board of directors to call for
the' resignation. Dr. Haas then pro-
ceeded to dictate a letter to Mikell,
instructing him to malil the letter call-
iug a meeting of the board of direc-
tors. ‘There were nine coples of the
letter being writien and sealed.

They also declared that while Dave
Haas was at work on the letters, he
turned and said to Smith: “You and
I have been mighty good friends for
a long time, but I do not ke your
threat to kill my father”” A few
moments later the shots were fired.
Smith was not armed, according to the
jurors. A. pencil wax foungd clenched
in one of Smith’s hands after he bad
fallen.

Sheriff Couvilifon announced this
afternoon that Dr. Haas was in jail
in Marksvyle, and that he would be
given a preliminary examination there
next Tuesday.

Owing to the prominence of the
principals in this® unfortunate trag-
edy, it has created intense execitement
in Bunkie and Alexandria. ‘

Dr. Haas Is one of the wealthiest clt-
fzens in Central Louisiana, having
for more than a quarter of a cen-
tury been {dentified with many enter-
prises in Avoyelles, Rapldes and ad-
Joining parishes. He s engaged in
banking and agriculture, cotion ol
and manufacturing and other indus-

tries. Xe is one of the largest land
cwners In this section or Louisiana.
He was formerly president of the
| Commercial Bank angd Trust Company
of Alexandria and s still a director
in that institution. He Is also head
of a banking institution In Bunkle.
He was formerly president of the Lou-
iisiana Bankers® Association, and for
' many years has been one of the lead-
ing cotton men of this section.

Mr. Smith, the dead man., was also
well known throughout this section.
He formerly resided at Cheneyvilie,
where he was engaged in agricultural
pursuits. For several years, howsever,
ha has resided fn Bunkie, where he
has been engaged In agricultural op-
erations and also I{n the cotton oll
business, in which he is reputed to
have heen very successful.

The dead man was about 53 years
cld. He is survived by his wife, for-
merly Mlisz Theo S. Seit, of Natchl-
toches, to whom he was married abou?
two years ago, and one son. He also
leavex his mother, Mrs. Mary E.
Smith, of Cbeneyville, four brothers,
8. T. Smlith and John Smith, Chen-
eyville; W. H. Smith, of Ponchatoula,
La., Horace Smith of Runkie, and
one sister, Mrs. L. L. Defean, of Pon-
chatoula.

He was a graduale of the Loulsiana
State university, a member of the Ma-
sonie fraternity, and wax also a
Knight Templar and Shriner. His fu-
neral took place at 3 o'clock this af:-
ernpon, with interment in the Chris-

tian church cemetery at Cheneyville.
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DR. HAAS COMES
T0 NEW ORLEANS
FOR MEDICAL AID

Banker Indicted for Ki]ling?
Is Suffering from Heart
Trouble

Dr. W. D. Haas, wealthy banker
and business man of Central! Loulsi-
ana, who is under indiclment for man-
slaughier In connection with the kill-
ing some iime ago-of Robhert Hiil

Smith, cante to Wew Orleans Sunday
for medical attentlon by Dr. S. D2nux,
also of Marksville.

Late Sunday night, Dr. Haas, who
bad registered at The Roosevelt and
checked out earlier in the day, went
to the home of Dr. R. B. Harrison,
hiz son-in-law, ot 2327 Napoleon .ave-
nue, where Dr. George S. Bel, of this
city, Dr. Denux and Dr. Harrlson
‘held: a,consultation. The physicians
refused lo make any statement re-
garding the condition of Dr. Haas, or
whether hs ~would enier one of the
New Orleans hospitals for treatment.
According to Dr, Harrison, his father-
in-law. is suffering from heart trouble,
but Dr. Harrison refused to say
whether the condition of Dr. Haas is
regarded as serious. -

e amamem

30 Mar 1928, New Orleans Times-Picayune, p. 4

[re——

m—

W

r——

4

; by whom the corpus delictl was prov-
| en. DsMhunt Dubroc, night watchman

D HAAS TRIAL
AS SLAYER OPENS

Planter, Banker Claims Self-|
Defense 1n Killing of R.
Hill Smith

Murkyviile, La.. March 23.—The
fury to try Dr. W D. Haas, businesa
men, planter and banker of Alexan-
dria and RBunkies, charged with the
kilting of H. Hill Smith, was selected
in the district courg bhere today and
axamination of witnessss waa com-
menced when the aftermoon sassion
opened. Judge 1. F. Gremillion is
presiding and the <ase ls exrpected
to be concluded Iste Saturday.

The kilHng of Smith by Dr. Hsar
occurred on the night of December
23, 1924 in the office ot the Unlon
Cotton 0Oil Company of Bunkie. Dr.
Haas, claiming sell-lefense, hag Dol
out on baii since short time after
the killing oecurred

There are approvimately ten wit-
Begnas cach {0 be examined by both
the miate and Jdefense, The healih of
Dr. dass. which became Iimpalted
shortly after the kiliing. and wbich
deiayed the trisl. Is very much im-
proved, 1 15 announced, and he ls-
tened coolly to the testimony given.

The first witness to testify was Dr

H. C. Jones of Bunkie, who was calie?
o see Smith alier the ahooting and

-
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to see Smith after the shooting =snd
i by whem the eorpus delicti was prov-
| #n. D:NMhunt Dubroc, night watchman
at the Union Of! Company’'s mill st
Bunkfe, who entered the oftice just
nrior te the killing, reiated: the cir-
cumstances as he sald he saw them.
| His testimony wsas the same as he
Fave at the preliminary trial short-
ly after the killing occurred. M L.-E
C. Clover »f Bunkie alse testitied.

By agreement between the attirneys
for the prosecution and defense, the
| testimony given by Alvin  Martin,
negro boy, at tus preliminary ex-
amination was read into the recerd,
“as Martin has disappeared and could
‘ot be located. At 4:30 o'clock this
.afternoon, court adjourned and the
) tven to Gunkie, where the
wetsuera ipspected iue office 0f ithe
"cotten oil company aud the preniises
where the killing occuryed.

The jury selected to try the case is
compssed of the following membeus:
R B. Lemoine, iraveling ealesman,
Mansura; Cleo Gauthier, farmer.
Moreanaville; Jack Paul, farmer, Vick;
Filmore Xorman., mechenic, Marks-

vilie; ™ 8 Brouillette, highway em- .

pioye, Marksville; 8. J. Borée=lon,
farmes=, Plaucheville: James Viller-
matette, merchant, Hessmer; Clayton
Woodson, farmer, Ceuter Point;, By-
ron F. Lemoine, merchant. Big Bena:
E. J. Beridon, Jr., merchant, Ham-
burg: C. J. Moncla, merchant and
farmer, Moncia; T. H. Wiison, farm-
er. Vick,

Dr. Haas is being defended by
Jokn H. Overton and John K. Hunt-
er of Alexandria; Judge Allen Bor-
delon and Wade E. CouvilHom of
Marksvilie. The prosecution is be-
ing conducted by Lester L. Borde!-
on, Avoyelles parish Aisirict attor-
ney, Howard B. Warren of Bhreve-
port and G. L. Porterie of Marks-
ville.

VICTIM'S WIDOW
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CITES ADMISSION
AT KILLING SCENE

Tells of Dr. Haas Trying to
Justify Fatal Shooting
at Bunkie

A

Marksville, La., Maroh 30— Mrs.
Smh%, Y Jdid this. 1 bad it to 4o,
he threatened my life. I will do all:
T can for you. 1 am sorry, as sorry |
an I can he.”
| This was the stalement made by
Dr. W. Id. Haas, on trial 2 the
Avoyellen parish gistrict court for tha
killing of R. HIH Smiih, cotton ail
mill man at Bunkie, December 20, 1928,
te Mrs. Theodosia Belf Smith, widow
of the dead man, upoa her grrival st
the office of the coiton oil company
on the fatal afternoon, where she bhad
gong aflter reacelving the informsation
that her husband bad been shot, ae-
cording {o the teatimony today of
Mrs. Smith, a state witness at th¢1
trial of Dr. Haas i

Mrs. Smith declared that when she
arrived at the office Dr. Haas
walked up to her, Reld out his dand,
and made the siatement referred to.

J. A Keller, superintendent of the
Unlon Cotion Ol Company's miii,l
taatified that he was notificd by Dub-
roe of the shooling about € p. m.
snd was in the mill yard at the time,
wallking towards the office, Whan
he arrived at the office he found
Pr. W. D. Haas, Dr. A. M. Haas,
Franklin Mikel'! and W, D. Haaas,,
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t J¥r.,, In ithe offtce. Re got there be-
fore Bmith died. Smith was lylng
on the floor on hix back. Hia fest
were near the stool at which he usual-
ly mat and his body was lying diag-
onally scross the office floor. Dr. A,
M. Hass, hs mi?, wae mopping the
wounds and aaked ithe witness o
turn the wounded man over on his
side ard hold kim in that pestiion
as he was suffering with nauses,

Keller said ke called attention to
the fact that Bmith was holding »
short plece of pencil tn his right band.
During thig time, bhe sxid, Dr. W. D.
Hans was still standing at ths cor-
ner of the desk. There was a pilato!}
iIn an opan drawer by Dr., Hass
Kellar gave a demonsiration of the
position of Dr. Hans and the general
position showing asbout whers the
stoo]l was wilh respect te the poal-
tion of Dr. Haaa, .

Keller testified that he had been
in the office previcus te the ashoot-
Ing. He had gona thers te fix up
a sample can of oll to send away
to be analyved. Ha said ke heard
A conversation s which Smith as.
serted:
e right’ Haaws replied:
i
haven't treated you right™
Smith spoke of two seed desls, In
which he 3318 he was treated badly.

Haug then asked Smith for his rexig-

Bation as manager., BEmith assid be
would not resign.

Huas then sald Be would call =
meeting of the Doard and foree
Smith’s resignation, Keller testiffed.
When Hazs sald that, Smith sutd:
“If you 4o, I will make it hot for
you." Haas then sald: *You have
made ax awfu! threat younyg feller,
we can settie this right now.” Smith
1 said: Y am usarmed amd ¥ know
You. always carey & gun ™
- At this juncture, W. D. Hanx Jr.,
came up and aid: “HUL we have
been good friends for a long time,
but you have threstisnsd the dottors

“Doctor, you havent treated !
“1I. have
treated you as white ax & man could,
name some instances whers I
Then

life and I shall maks this a persomal
matjer betwesn 18 Keliar said be
left the office at this time, The wit-
Bees t0id attorneys for the defenwe
that bhe 4id not see Alvin Martin,
the negro boy who {amti’ied at the
prellminsary examinstion, ta or sbout
the #fflce st any itmse. Martin has
disappeased, and his written testl.

noay was read at ths trial yesterday
afternoon,
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HAAS ACQUITTED |

AFTER HE TELIS
OF KILLING SMITH

“Self-Defense” Plea Upheld
by Jury Verdict at
Marksville

Marksville, La., March ZL—*Not
guilty” was the verdict-tonight in

the case of Dr. W. D. Hmm
and planter of Alexandria asd
Bunkie, who was on trial for man-
slaughter in district court here as &
result of tbe fatal shooting of R.
Hill Smith, cottom oil mill manager,
at Bunkie, December 20, 1926. The
jury was out forty-five minvtea
Dr. Haay story of the killing to
the jury this morning, n which he
claimed he shot In self-defense. was
upheld by other defense witnesses.
Smith not only threatened his life,
but was reaching for a gum when
Dr. Haas fired at kis former friemd
and bdusiness amsociate, according to
the accused man. - _
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Dr. Haas' effort te show
| , that be
acted mersly 'n seif-defense ‘was s
feature of the trial which has

'U. T. Downs of Rapides. Sheriff

P. Couvillion of Avoyelles, I‘.Andrc-r

Ducote of Cottonport. - Mayor B H.

Taliaferro of  Bunkie, Fd Coco of

.H;mm LI;._EG. Gremfltfon of Alew-
_‘ . Garcia and L. P. . Cay-

ter of Bunkle. -

After the defense rested arguments |

by the atiorneys were commenced.
G. L. Porterie of Marksville and
Howard B. Warren of Shreveport for
the prosecution werg the firmt to be
beard. Judge Allen Bordelon of
Marksville, John H. Overion and
John R. Hunter of Alexandria, the

‘three leading connszl for the sccused,
then addressed the jury. District At-
torney Lester L. Bordelon made the
closing argument ‘

" Dr. Baas in hia testimony declared
that be had gone™ to Marksville the
aflernoon of December 20, with bis
son, W. D, Haas, Ir. and on his re-
turn to Bunkie he went by the Union
oil mill for the purpose of having
Pranklin Mikell writa some lelters
‘calling a meating of the board of d4i-
rectora of the Linion Oil Company.

. He said hs dld not expect to sos
CHUE Swoith st the mill, but was not
surprised te find him there, as fmitk

| was not unaccustomed to be there at
that kour. He sald Bis trip te Marks-
wille was on busimess. On arriving '
at tha Union oit mM he w.lked in

and bdade Smith and: Mikell & good
evening. and immedintely walked up
io Pmith’s desk and sald: “Hill 1
got your letter, and I am surprised
and dissppointed.™ BSmith, be ALE
made 00 answer. Dr. Haas then sajd:
“1¢ that is your sttitude toward the
mill. T think you wshould resige.”™
Spaith said be would not resign.

DEATH THRREAT RECALLED

The letter referred to by Dr. Hass
was presented to the court after It
wan fdentified by Dr. Hazs, and was
read to the Jjury. The letter from
Smith 1o Dr. Hasa contained an ex-
penps account, & reguest for more
salary and a stalement of the amount
of back saiary of an extra 0 per
month fod the previons year and for
a § per cent comamission on $12.000
profits clatmed, all totallng more
than F1800 Dr. Haax aswerted that
the bDooks of the mill showed that
instead of making $12.000 profit the
milt had actuslly lost $2000. We sald
at the July meeting of tse board the,
proposition of ralsing salaries had
besan threshed out and kad beam de-
cited adversely. The letter, He said.
was concerning mstters that had heen
cetiled and showld not bave beea
reopened, except for 5% per monts
for the use by Smith of Bis own per-
sonal car

“When Hill Smith sald he retused
to tresign.” Dr. Haas continued. “X
sai@ ¥ will call & meeting of the
hoard and request your resignation.™
Imith, secording to the testimony,
repied, ~If you d4o. yvou have got tn
k1l me. or 1 will %ill you” Dr. Hill
questioned “Hill, 4o you realize what
a serious threat you have made?”
Smith replied: “Yes, and T menn ev-
ary word of ft.” Dr. Haax aaid,
“Well. we will settle it right ndw.”
Smith replied: “I am unarmed.”

NAD BEFRIENDED VICTIN

When be made that reply, Dr. Haas
said Smith backed away from bhim
and went to the end of the derk. Dr.
Haas s=aid he then called to Srofth:
“YWhy have you threaltensd my life?
wWhat have T done to you?' 8Smith
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revlied: *“Plenty”” Dr. Haas =ald:
“Name nome of the things T have
done.’ Smith replted that Haas had
made him compromise a suit, In which
he lnst 85, he had accused him of
nuying plant seed through the miil,
and sald Dr. Haas had required more
tor.the seed he had sold to the mil
than was heing paid by others. Dr.
fiana s2id be demnied that thess
charges were true, and told Smith
that he had treated him 2z white ar
anyone could treat andther. Ife cit-
¢d instances where he had Inaned
money to Smith and to Smitth’s fam-
v. had put up the moneyr for him
when the mill lost mast of {tx caplial,
for Emith tn rema'n In the husiness
and mentfoned other nccanjons when
he had bBefrienged Smitn,

I Afipr tnix &lecuestan Nr. Haas «aid

L uy ] Ll R Eh)

that his son, W. I, Haas, Ji;.. walked

up to Smith and sald: “Hill, we have
been exceptionally good friends. We
can setlie thia matter,” Dave and
Mike!l then went sbout! sealing the
letters that Mikell had writien to he
board. In the meantime, Dr. Haas sald
Kelidy, the mill superintendent, came
into the office and heard part of the
converaatinn, and Dubroc, the aight
 watchman, came in and deposited a
| pistol In the table drawer.

i REACHED FOR GUN
\

g ot

Dr. Haas declared that he later en-
deavored to make an amlicable setile-
ment of the controversy, and re-

| mnarked to ®mith: “Hill, you have’

threatened my life,” and Smith re-
plied: “Yes, and [ meun {t, too.” At
the same time, bDr. Haas sajd, Smith
}rtgched for the gun in the table¢ draw-
 er. getting oft thae stool at the time,
1 Dr. Haas satd then he shot Smith.
'He declared that he Pfeit that his life
was in danger; that Smith was a
man of resolution and deterralnation
and would not make an (dis threat,
He ¢aid he considered Smith one of
his best Iriends, He had assisted
Smith financially, and had retained
him as manager of the Unilon Oil miil
inspite ¢t the objections of oLher
stockholders. ’
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